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Common Fisheries Policy continues to deliver steady results 

Last week, the European Scientific, Technical and Economic Committee for Fisheries (STECF) 

published its annual report1 on the performance of the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) concerning 

the progress on the situation of the fish stocks and exploitation levels. The report concludes that 

stocks status has significantly improved although the rate of progress has slowed in the last few 

years. It also reflects an overall downward trend in the fishing pressure over the period 2003-2015 in 

the North-East Atlantic. As a consequence, the biomass has been generally increasing since 2006, and 

was in 2016 on average around 39% higher than in 2003. However, further efforts are still needed, 

particularly in the Mediterranean.  

 

The STECF is the European Commission's scientific body which provides independent scientific advice 

for the conservation and management of living marine resources, including biological, economic, 

environmental, social and technical considerations. This allows policy-makers to build their decisions 

based on solid science evidence, better understand the health of a stock, determine how much can 

be fished, and closely monitor the implementation of the CFP.  

 

The STECF report evidences positive trends in many fish stocks across Europe. This is clearly 

demonstrated by the fact that in the North East Atlantic the proportion of overexploited stocks 

decreased by 37% in a ten-year period. The proportion of stocks outside safe biological limits follows 

the same progression, namely a decrease by half during the same period.  

 

The good news in these waters does not end here, the recruitment trend relative to 2003 shows that 

the number of young individuals entering the fishery is consistently increasing. The same goes for the 

biomass, which in 2016 was on average around 39% higher than in 2003. 

 

President of Europêche, Javier Garat, declared: “We welcome the fact that the number of stocks at 

sustainable levels is growing year after year. To be more precise, 53 stocks are being fished at 

Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY) levels this year, compared to only 5 in 2009. For the majority of the 

stocks in the North East Atlantic, the end of overfishing has become a reality and is now backed up by 

science. Policy-makers, however, should not be fixated on the number of stocks fished at MSY levels 

since the stocks already at sustainable levels represent the vast majority of catches in Europe. This is 

even more true in light of the growing stock abundance and the better economic performance of our 

fishermen.”    

 

                                                           
1 Monitoring the performance of the Common Fisheries Policy (STECF-Adhoc-18-01)  

https://stecf.jrc.ec.europa.eu/documents/43805/2092142/STECF+18-01+adhoc+-+CFP+Monitoring+2018.pdf
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Now that we have reached MSY levels for many stocks, the new challenge is to overcome the single-

stock-management difficulties particularly for mixed-fisheries, argued the fishing body. In so many 

cases it is obvious that the interactions among the stocks (e.g. predator-prey-relationships or 

competition for food resources) become more important for the status of the fish populations and 

make it evidently extremely difficult or even impossible to reach MSY levels for all stocks 

simultaneously in the same area.   

As far as the Mediterranean is concerned, Garat concluded: “While acknowledging the delicate state 

of the stocks, the fishing sector truly hopes that all the measures put in place by the EU and 

governments serve as a turning point of the situation and starts to bear fruit soon. We hope that the 

successful bluefin tuna story can be repeated for many other stocks in the region.”  

Ends 

Europêche represents the fisheries sector in Europe. Currently, the Association comprises 10 national 

organisations of fishing enterprises from the following 8 EU Member States: DE, ES, FR, IT, MT, NL, LV, PL. 

Press contacts: 

Daniel Voces, Managing Director of Europêche: +32 (0)2 230 48 48 daniel.voces@europeche.org 

* The STECF graphs below illustrate the significant reduction of fishing pressure (F/FMSY), increase of 

biomass (B/B2003) and recruitment (R/R2003) in the North East Atlantic.  
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